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That night, the sorcerer called Rama Sastry aside
and with a morsel of food in his hand he chanted some
mantras. He then extended his hand to Rama Sastry and
the latter, like one bound under a magical spell, received
it in his hand and consumed it at once.

While Sastry was unflinching in his stand in the
evening, at night he took the thing offered to him, without
any demur. He then returned to his place the same night.

Next morning, when Sastry got up and was engaged
in his routine chores, he realized that sortiething was
abnormal with him.

Yes, it was then that he became aware that he had
lost the power of his vocal cords. He tried to utter some
words, but alas, they would not come out of his mouth. He
could not speak to anyone from then onwards.

His uncle and others however thought differently
about it and were led to believe that after his visit to the
occultist, Rama Sastry was also observing mouna vrata.
They were, as such, unaware of the disability that had
developed in him.

It was only after three or four months that people
started realizing that Rama Sastry had been afflicted by
some strange malady that had deprived him of the faculty
of speech. Rama Sastry too confirmed through gestures
at that time that their inference was correct.

Although belated, his uncle, at that point of time,
thought it fit to consult a physician and therefore one
Dr.Yogananda, an eminent medical practitioner, was
called and requested to examine Rama Sastry
thoroughly. After a complete check-up, the doctor opined